PATENT COOPERATION TR£A| 

PCX 



^^mmmo 22 2005 

^EC'D 2 2 FEB 2005 

nwipo PC 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 110/^^244^ 



Applicant's or agent's jBle reference 
MH504108/142 


FOR FURTHER ' See Notification of Transmittal of International Preliminary 
ACTION Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416). 


International Application No. 
PCT/NZ2003/000240 


International Filing Date 
(day/month/year) 

24 October 2003 


Priority Date (day/month/year) 
24 October 2002 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 

Int. CL ' B65B 59/00, 25/06, 39/02, 57/10, 63/02, 43/26; B65G 47/52, 47/76, 49/00 


Applicant 

MACHINERY DEVELOPMENTS LIMITED et al 



1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International PreHminary Examining Authority and 
is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists ofa total of 3 sheets, including this cover sheet 

I I ™s report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, Le., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative lastructions undw the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheet(s). 
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Basis of the report 



International application No. 
PCT/NZ2003/000240 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
|X| the international application as originally filed 

the description, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand. 



_ _ , received on. with the letter of 
I I the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 

I I the drawings, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed witii the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 
I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 
pages , filed with the demand 
pages , received on with the letter of 

'^i^ulu^^!'' the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Autiiority in the language in 
which tiie mtemational apphcation was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 
ITbese elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the foUowing language which is: 
LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of mtemational search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I 1 ^® language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preluninary examination (under Rules 55 2 
ano/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
prehminary exanunation was carried out on the basis of tiie sequence listing: 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

I I together with the international application in conq)uter readable form. 

I I ^uniishedsubsequentiy to this Autiiority m written form.. 

I I furnished subsequentty to this Autiiority in con^uter readable form. 

Q The statement tiiat the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond tiie disclosure in tiie 
mtemational application as filed has been furnished. 

' bSn SShed*^^^ information recorded in computer readable form is identical to tiie written sequence listing has 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
I I the description, pages 
I I the claims, Nos. 
I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

This report has been established as if (some of) ihe amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond fee disclosure as filed, as indicated in flie Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c))** 



rlniTJ^'^'f'^^n ""I'l^i'J"^^ been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are r^erred to in this 
report as origuially filed and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70.17). 
Any replacemeiU sheet containing suclt amendments inust be rrferred to under Uem 1 and annexed to this report 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appUcability: citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 


1-32 


YES 


Claims 


33,34 


NO 


Claims 




YES 


Claims 


1-34 


NO 


Claims 


1-34 


YES 


Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and e:q>Iaiiatioiis (Rule 70.7) 
NOVELTY^ Claims 33, 34 

(a) US 5388389: please refer in particular to column 3, lines 56-68, and drawings; 14a and 14b form the platen of 
the product receiving means while sides 19 can be moved towards/away from each other to suit tiie size of the 
prdduct thereon. Therefore this citation discloses all the features of both claims. 

INVENTIVE STEP ffS^; Claims 1-^7 
Claims 33, 34: as above 

(b) WO 2002/076832: finger like elements 1 12, 1 14 (page 1 1, lines 14-19); product feed means 18, sensor (pg 7 
Imes 1-6); two or more product receiving means (pg 12, lines 18-20; pg 14, line 20-pg 15, line 2); product 
unloading projection means (pg 15, lines 21/22); elevated product exit means (pg 15, lines 5-7) 

(c) WO 2002/016210: size of bags/bag stations chosen on the basis of the size of meat cut 

(d) US 4062169: plates 29 apply pressure on sides 27 (col 2, lines 56-64) 

Claims 1, 2, 1 1-28, 32-34 each lack an inventive step with respect to citation (a) when combined with citation 
(b); Clauns 3, 29-3 1 each lack an inventive step with respect to citations (a) and (b) combined as a pair with 
citation (c); Claims 4-10 each lack an inventive step with respect to citations (a) and (b) combined as a pair with 
citation (d); such combination being obvious to the peraon skilled in the art (PSA). 
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